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Ki  r  a* 


j  * 
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My  dear  Speer; 


I  am  returning  to  you,  by  registered  mail,  the  material  which  you  sent 
me  on  the  subject  of  Union.  I  am  very  much  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what  to  do  with 
reference  to  this.  I  would  gladly  see  Union . realized  on  the  part  of  our  own  Mission. 

It  is  not  a  Board  matter,  however,  and  so  whatever  we  ma|i  suggest  we  will  need  to  await 
the  initiative  of  our  missionaries,  and  the  ecclesiastical  organization  which  they  and 
the  native  brethren  constitute.  There  are  some  who  think  our  Church  at  home  is  not 
ready  for  this.  I  am  not  at  all  so  persuaded. 

Thanking  you  for  the  help  you  have  given  me  with  this  literature, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
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PROPOSED  SCHEME  OF  UNION  IN  SOUTH  INDIA 

«,  Statement  of  the 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Reformed  Church  in  America 
May  11  and  June  8,  1955 


The  Arcot  Mission  and  its  associated  administrative  organisation, 
the  Arcot  Assembly,  through  identic  Resolution#  adopted  at  their  Annual 
Meetings  in  May  1952,  hare  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  the 
Proposed  Scheme  of  Union  in  South  India,  and  have  requested  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Board  and  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America*  The  Resolution  is  as  follows* 

RESOLVED,  to  refer  Idle  Proposed  Scheme  of  Church  Union  a®  revised, 
together  with  the  action®  of  the  last  two  Meetings  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  the  Madras  Church  Council  on  the  Scheme,  to  the  Board 
for  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
General  Synod,  of  the  Reformed  Church  for  our  future  guidance  as 
representatives  of  our  Mission  and  Assembly  on  ecclesiastical 
Itodiea  in  India  in  any  future  negotiations* 

This  Proposal  involves  the  union  of  three  autonomous  Churches  in 
South  India*  those  growing  out  of  the  adssioaary  work  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Anglican  Church  of  England,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  and  the 
Presbyterian,  Reformed  and  Congregational  Churches j  the  last  group  united 
in  the  South  India  United  Church,  the  Church  to  which  our  Arcot  Mission 
and  Assembly  are  related  in  an  advisory  capacity* 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  throughout  its  history  has  always  been 
mindful  of  its  limitations  as  an  administrative  and  not  an  ecclesiastical 
body.  It  ha®  therefore  consistently  avoided  entering  the  ecclesiastical  field, 
When  such  questions  have  ©merged,  as  they  naturally  have  with  the  growth  of 
the  Christian  community  in  the  mission  fields  of  our  Reformed  Church,  the 
Missions  in  the  fields,  as  the  Board#  at  home,  have  given  counsel  as  desired. 
However,  authoritative  action  when  called  for  In  ecclesiastical  matters  has 
rested  with  General  Synod,  In  the  very  nature  of  the  ©age*  A  number  of  such 
references  have  been  made  during  the  century  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of 
our  Reformed  Church  and  action  ha®  been  taken  by  our  General  Synod,  arising 
from  references  from  all  our  older  Missions  as  their  Christian  communities 
have  developed  into  organised  Churches* 

In  the  case  of  the  present  reference,  however,  from  our  Arcot  Mis¬ 
sion  only  an  expression  of  opinion  is  invited  upon  Proposals  of  union  being 
considered  by  three  independent  Churches  in  South  India,  to  on©  of  whieh  it 

has  been  especially  related,  the  Mission  being  moved  to  make  this  request 
from  the  obvious  advantage  to  the  arriving  at  it®  own  advisory  opinion  by 
consulting  with  its  supporting  horn®  constituency.  The  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  standing  between  the  Mission  end  the  Church  at  home  in  advisory 
relation  to  both,  naturally  turns  when  such  questions  as  this  arise  to  the 
record  of  the  action  which  General  Synod  has  taken  in  the  past  on  similar 


ecclesiastical  questions  referred  to  it  from  the  mission  fields* 


The  record  of  action  by  our  General  Synod  is  impressive  and  consis¬ 
tently  encouraging,  "chiefly  with  a  view  of  contributing  to  the  establishment 
in  each  mission  country  of  a  National  Church  tha£  shall  fro^  11®  2m 
Toot”,  (1875),  In  1900  a  Minute  in  General  Synod  Proceedings  affirms* 

»a  native  Church  of  Christ  in  ©very  country  we  believe  to  be  the  logical  out¬ 
come  of  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen.  The  organization  of  such 
a  Church  would  mark  an  advance  in  missions  and  must  become  the  theme  of  con¬ 
gratulation  and  thanksgiving*.  Again  in  1901,  a  Minute  was  adopted  includ¬ 
ing  the  following  statement!  *Th@  native  Church  of  India  cells  for  an  in¬ 
digenous  church  which  shall  root  deeply  in  its  native  soil.  The  people  of 
India  should  not  be  allowed  to  labor  under  the  impression  that  it  is  an  exotic*. 

General  Synod  laid  the  foundation  for  action  of  this  nature  so  long 
ago  as  1864  in  relation  to  China j  in  1874  in  relation  to  Japan  and  in  1886 
in  relation  to  India. 

While  these  Minutes  appear  in  connection  with  proposals  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  fields  for  the  union  of  Churches  of  the  Presbyterian  polity  and  of  our 
own  faith  and  order,  these  union  Churches  which  received  the  blessing  of  our 
General  Synod  soon  expanded  in  China  and  India  so  as  to  Include  Congregational, 
Baptist  and  Lutheran  elements.  The  representatives  of  these  enlarged  union 
Churches  have  not  infrequently  appeared  at  our  General  Synod  and  have  been 
acknowledged  and  welcomed  by  this  highest  Judicatory  of  our  Church*  as,  for 
instance,  in  1922  the  Eevd,  M.  Uemura,  Moderator  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan;  in  1926,  the  Eevd.  Simeon  Cornelius,  President,  South  India  United 
Church;  in  1951,  the  Bevd.  C.  X.  Cheng,  Moderator  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  China. 


From  the  nature  of  the  case,  as  from  the  feet  of  our  welcoming  these 
later  developments  in  "National  Churches  that  have  grown  from  their  own  roots* 
beyond  the  Presbyterian  polity,  it  could  not  have  been  assumed  by  General  Syn¬ 
od  that  its  blessing  and  encouragement  were  limited  to  the  continuance  of  the 
union  Churches  Is  China,  India  and  Japan  within  Preshy teri&n-Re formed  relations. 
They  have  long  sine©  expanded  beyond  that  boundary,  as  reported  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  th©  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  to  General  Synod. 

What  arrests  our  attention  in  th®  present  Proposals  from  South  India 
is  that  for  th©  first  time  Churches  differing  so  widely  in  polity  as  Episco¬ 
pal  and  noBr-Ipiscopal  are  looking  toward  a  union.  Since  these  Proposals  were 
initiated  in  1919,  similar*  plans  have  been  considered  in  North  India,  and  more 
specifically  in  th©  old  mission  fields  of  Persia  and  Siam  where  strong  Churches 
have  grown  up  in  these  areas  as  th©  result  of  the  work  of  the  American  Presby¬ 
terian  and  English  Episcopalean  Church©*  and  where  definite  proposals  are  being 
now  considered  looking  to  th©  union  of  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal  Churches  in 
those  countries. 

It  Is  not  a  matter  of  Faith,  but  of  Order,  Th©  union  is  proposed  upon 
the  basis  of* 

The  two  Testaments  -  the  Old  and  the  New 

The  two  Creeds  -  th®  Apostles'  and  the  Nicene 

The  two  Sacraments  -  Baptism  and  The  Lord’s  Supper 

To  this  is  added! 

The  Historic  Episcopate,  locally  adapted* 
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The  principles  that  have  guided  the  Joint  Committee,  as  stated  by 

then,  are* 

"To  combine  in  the  union  three  elements  -  the  Episcopal,  the  Presbyterian 
and  the  Congregational!  and  it  is  believed  that  each  of  these  elements 
has  been  embodied*  Comprehension  and  not  limitation  ha®  been  the  aim. 
ill  that  has  been  found  helpful  within  the  uniting  Churches  has  been 
Included  and  each  Church  will  find  it®  special  contribution  enriched 
by  what  the  others  contribute# 

"Again,  the  United  Church  must  be  a  true  part  of  the  Church  Universal 
and  will  seek  to  be  in  fellowship  with  all  the  Churches  in  which  Jesus 
is  worshipped  as  Bond,  It  will  therefore  retain  communion  with  all 
the  Churches  to  which  the  uniting  Church©®  owe  their  origin,  and  at 
the  same  time  will  hop©  to  work  toward  a  still  wider  fellowship* 

"From  the  beginning  it  has  been  recognised  that  union  is  a  spiritual 
fact  which  find®  it®  manifestation  in  an  organic  life.  This  principle, 
that  the  basis  of  union  is  spiritual,  underlies  the  whole  Scheme  and 
the  paragraphs  which  state  tills  principle  are  vital,  though  of  neces¬ 
sity  organisation  occupies  much,  more  space.  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Person  in  Whoa  the  Churches  unite.  His  life  and  death  and  ever- 
living  presence  must  be  central  in  the  thought,  life  and  devotion 
of  each  member  of  the  Church,  a®  in  that  of  the  Church  as  «  whole. 

His  Cross  is  the  place  of  meeting#" 

They  pledge  themselves  and  fully  trust  each  other  that  the  United 
Church  will  at  all  times  be  careful  not  to  allow  any  over-riding  of  conscience 
either  by  Church  authorities  or  by  majorities  and  that  it  will  not  in  any  of  its 
administrative  acts  knowingly  transgress  the  long  established  tradition®  of  any 
of  the  Churches  fro®  which  it  has  been  formed# 

In  arriving  at  an  opinion  upon  this  Proposed  Scheme  of  Union,  our  natural 
concern  a®  members  of  one  of  the  historic  Churches  that  have  grown  from  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  and  have  followed  the  Presbyterian  order,  not  only  as  e.  matter  of  history  and. 
tradition,  but  of  practice  and  of  conviction,  is  in  the  fourth  and.  last  of  the 
terra®  constituting  the  basis  of  union  -  "the  historic  Episcopate  locally  adapted". 

Boas  th®  historic  Episcopate  become  so  vital  an  element  in  the  United 
Church  as  to  be  a  dominating  factor? 

Boss  it  create  not  only  a  new,  but  a  superior,  order  in  the  Ministry 
of  the  Church? 

Bo  th®  Councils  of  the  Presbyter®  and  the  Congregation  of  the  Faithful 
fall  into  such  subordinate  place  as  to  fail  to  make  a  vital  contribution  to  the 
United  Church? 

I®  violence  done  to  the  primary  principle  governing  the  Proposed  Scheme, 
that  of  combining  in  the  union  the  three  elements  -  th©  Presbyterian  end  the 
Congregational  as  well  as  the  Episcopal,  with  a  view  to  comprehension  and  not 
limitation,  so  that  each  Church  will  find  its  special  contribution  enriched 
by  what  th©  other®  contribute? 


v 


In  part  these  important  questions  are  answered  by  the  opinions  expressed 
by  tho  Lambeth  Conference  of  Anglican  Bishops,  1950,  upon  the  Proposed  Gcheme  as 
referred  to  them  for  advice  by  the  Anglican  Church  of  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon, 
of  which  the  Episcopal  Church  in  South  India  le  a  parti 

LAMBETH  CONFERENCE, 

“The  general  conception  of  the  Scheme  is  that  tliese  different  elements 
(the  Anglican,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  and  the  South  India  United  Churches) 
will  come  together  In  on©  body  possessing  the  traditional  framework  of  a 
faith  and  order  which  characterized  the  whole  Church  for  so  many  centuries. 
Within  this  one  body  the  constant  intercourse  of  the  different  members 
will,  it  is  hoped,  gradually  bring  about  a  unity  in  which  all  those  things 
that  ar©  of  Cod  in  thair  several  traditions  will  be  not  only  preserved, 
but  enriched  by  happy  combination#  This  process  cannot  be  initiated 
without  sacrifices,  and  must  in  its  early  stages  involve  anomoliee  and 
irregularities  -  a  prospect  which  gives  rise  to  serious  misgivings  in 
many  minds.  But  these  misgivings  are  outweighed  by  hop©  and  by  our 
trust  in  God’s  will  to  perfect  His  work  of  reconciliation* 

"1©  rejoice  that  one  part  of  tho  Anglican  Communion  should  be  found  ready 
to  make  this  venture  for  a  corporate  union  with  certain  non-Episcopel 
Churches.  We  feel  that  in  &  sense  our  brethren  in  India,  are  malting 
this  experiment  on  behalf  of  the  whole  body  of  Anglican  churches. 

They  are  our  pioneers  in  this  direction  of  the  movement  for  unity. 

The  whole  Communion  will  surely  stand  by  them  with  earnest  prayer  and 
generous  loyalty,  .*■ 

"The  United  Church  in  South  India  will  not  itself  be  an  Anglican  Church: 
it  will  be  a  distinct  Province  of  the  Universal  Church.  ***  Th®  fact  that 
this  Church  in  South  India  will  not  be  a.  member  of  the  group  of  Churches 
called  the  Anglican  Communion  will  inevitably  impose  upon  our  brethren 
a  temporary  severance  of  close  and  treasured  relationships  in  Councils 
and  Synods  with  their  brethren  in  Worth  India*  But  these  are  sacri¬ 
fices  which  we  believe  they  will  make  cheerfully  in  th®  hope  of  achiev¬ 
ing  a  union  between  Episcopal  and  non-Episcop&l  Churches  such  as  has 
never  yet  been  effected  and  of  building  up  a  real  and  living  Church  in 
India*  For  our  part,  we  assure  our  brethren  that  they  will  never  be 
disowned  or  deserted  by  the  Anglican  Communion*  ■***  It  will  be  looking 
forward  to  the  day  when  their  work  will  be  rewarded  and  the  unity  of  these 
Churches,  not  only  in  South  India,  but  in  the  whole  of  India,  will  be 
completed  and  there  will  emerge  a  Province  of  Christ’s  Church,  genuinely 
Catholic,  loyal  to  all  truth,  within  those  visible  unity  treasures  of  faith 
and  order,  nowhere  in  the  Church  at  present  combined,  will  be  possessed 
in  common  and  the  power  of  Christ  will  be  manifest  in  a  new  richness. 

*Ii  was  with  unanimity  and  profound  sense  of  thankfulness  that  th©  Conference 
adopted  the  Resolutions  relating  to  South  India," 

From  these  dear  statements  wieh  carry  the  unmistakable  impress  of 
. .  profound  sincerity,  it  is  obvious  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Anglican  Bish¬ 
ops  assembled  at  th©  Lambeth  Conference,  the  Episcopate  Is  not  so  maintained  in  the 
Proposed  Scheme  of  Union  in  South  India  as  to  constitute  th©  United  Church  a  member 
of  the  Anglican  Communion*  that  by  entering  this  union  the  Anglican  Church  in  South 
India  ceases  to  be  a  part  of  the  Anglican  Communion, 
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However,  other  serious  questions  remain  to  be  entered  In^ttot  ™ 
may  arrive  at  &  satisfying  opinion.  These  are  forcibly 
Committee  representing  the  Church  of  Scotland  upon  references 

Mission  Council,  received  through  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  l^CJ.  The  ste 
manta  in  this  Reply  have  peculiar  relevance  to  our  enquiry,  since  the  Churc 
Scotland  is  of  our  own  Presbyterian  order* 

CEU.ECB  OF  SC0TLi.ro  HEPLl* 

"The  Committee  cannot  but  express  their  regret  at  finding  the  term,  ’the 
historic  episcopate*  made  use  of  here.  The  exprescion  is an  ambiguous 
oruf  and  its  introduction  into  the  very  foundation  of  the  United  Church 
would  seem  to  be  unfortunate.  The  Committee  appreciate  the  intention 
that  the  Church  shall  umbrae©  all  parties,  from  those  tbo  regard  epis- 
copacy  merely  as  a  form  of  Church  organisation  long  add  widely  prevs.xan,, 
to  be  adopted  or  not  according  to  circumstances,  to  others  wao  tax®  it 
to  be  part  of  the  substantial  deposit  of  Faith  and  Order  committed  by 
Christ  and  Me  Apostles  to  the  Church  unto  the  end  of  .he  world.,  and  there¬ 
fore  incapable  of  compromise  or  surrender,  But  nothing  las®  than  tni» 
second  interpretation  is  often  connoted  in  the  use  of  the  term  itse.a- 
on  which  view  the  acceptance  of  ’the  historic  episcopate*  would  involve 
assent  to  the  doctrine  just  indicated.  That,  however,  cannot  be  intended} 
it  is  fundamental  to  the  Schema  that  no  one  should  be  required  to  accept 
any  particular  theory  of  the  office.  The  acceptance  of  a  de  facto  epis¬ 
copate  is  all  that,  in  accordance  with  the  whole  conditions  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  between  the  Churches,  can  be  asked  for.  And  while,  as  it  seams 
to  us,  this  might  have  been  expressed  sore  clearly,  the  re&.ly  important 
question  concerns  the  character  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  office  shall 
possess. 


BTh®  adoption  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  South  India  United.  Church 
in  October,  1920,  would  undoubtedly  render  the  Scheme  mors  acceptable 
from  the  Freely terian  point  of  view*- .  Th©  Committee  also  attach  value 
to  the  observation  that  union  of  the  Presbyterian,  Anglican  and  Wesleyan 
Churches  can  only  be  secured  on  •&.  basis  of  mutual  toleration  and  respect 
and  not  by  attempting  to  secure  uniformity.  The  anxious  desire  to  respect 
the  rights  of  those  who  hold  office  or  membership  in  the  uniting  Churches 
at  th®  time  of  union  is  written  all  over  the  documents,  but  if,  in  addition 
to  this,  the  words  quoted  are  to  be  taken  to  imply  that  union  must  b®  eased 
on  the  permanent  and  equal  recognition  of  th®  principles  and  ordinances 
of  the  several  Churches,  the  admission  of  such  &  claim  would  at  once  re¬ 
move  ary  uncertainties. 

“Affiliation  with  th©  World  Presbyterian  Alliance  is  hoped  for  -  as  with 
the  other  World-bodies  to  which  the  several  negotiating  Churches  belong, 
but  this  is  a  matter  for  the  Alliance  itself  to  determine,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  cannot  anticipate  its  decision.  Among  the  Churches  embraced  within 
th®  Alliance  the  office  of  Bishop  is  not  unknown}  but  in  such  cases  the 
Bishop  is  strictly  primus  Inter  pares,  one  who  is  responsible  to  the  body 
appointing  him  and  whose  status  remains  that  of  a  teaching  Presbyter, 

*  These  proposed  amendment  £  all  seem  to  have  been  embodied 

in  th®  Revised  Proposed  Scheme  of  Union  issued  in  1981  and  1952. 
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^^bTth^rfS*1  eBSUf®d  th®  earneat  wlBh  of  the  Chur  ft!  of  Scotland 
c'Tn  r  \ht, th®  generai  relation*  now  *ub« i»ting  between  herself  and  the 

come  «»««»*  «l«i  the  future  United  Church  and  should  be. 

0012s  j— iCreaglngly  wars  and  close* 

°?  f^aad  mfselonary  ie  .,i«j  to  .atait  to  ra-orfinetioo, 

“  *  f1M*Ur  lB  1011  ’t*rtlng,  as  »for..ni i,  it  being 
S  >•  :”*•  0Bjjr  T4  ‘ooept  “•  *inlirt«tionn  oho  fool  free  to 

la- .,  of°;L*7  JT*’,  c“  he  «“MOi»ntiou«ljr  giro  hia  consent  to  ths 
ThTcnt*^' a™1  M  outlined?  It  1.  for  oeoh  to  my. 

Ctarch^f  ^  7*  ““  tabulae  so  to  how  th.  indiriduia  eloslonBries  of  th* 
Charon  fugurd  th.  **t«r,  nor  i.  it  for  th.*  to  m*  to  Uflww  their  <1- 

hS^r*STSI  *1?”  »«•  *i»  etaw*  ox  this  whole  crucicl  question 

noi.^ver,  the  Committee  naturally  shrink  from  th®  rep-or.«tbilitv  af  .lmrn 

to  pronounce  upon  it  dogmatically  and  add  wbat  comeSlSel^J  Sfh 

"  <2£t \  7  th7  le  ""“-wx  <*.«!  iiti^hVt  ’.^ 

Joro  Mght 

“L2S2^TLTS1«Si«* 

Justifying  each  on  .rrangasont.  On  th.  other  band,  th^au^Ti-d  * 

“™  pr**erTad  hBro  f”  «-  «"»P  1-  —  — W  h^SSlt,PSS^. 

aS  «*  >*««*(*«  is  full 

s^-ac/s  SS3^“ 

..sent  to  anything  that  eight  s7  to 

^rstot  s  r*  - 

bat  thv  .rp.ri.nc  great  difficalty  in  coning  to  a7oth7<^!<S£f  ' 

rirc.r’  °f  t,K  *•  *"*-  **  I*.  ^  issia. 

Misgivings  of  this  jiiad  would  se&ia  to  b©  w  *-u«.  , 

vrnwsss  r  y-  S5^£5^s™,‘ 

s  iiE^v^rs  sstST^f, 

Of  the  United  Clwc^  ^  8h*  ^  10  sead  *>  ^  aaaiatW 

*  oro',08Gd  *V  th®  S.I.U.C.  have  evidently 

aU  been  adopted  in  the  Revised  Scheme  of  Union. 


No Vt. 


\  ^  °t%*  &SLSf\  CTV\  C  ,  0'\  h  v\A.\\  H  2  w 
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After  the  issuing  in  13£9  in  tentative  fora  of  the  Proposed  Schema  of 
Onion,  the  Deputation  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis cions  visited  the  Arcot  Mission 
and  Assembly.  Its  members  were  naturally  brought  into  the  discussion  than  being 
actively  engaged  in  ty  thee®  bodies.  A®  a  consequence,  the  Deputation  included 
in  its  Report  upon  their  visit  to  the  Arcot  Mission  and  Assembly,  end  ad -rested 
to  these  bodies  in  February  19550,  a  section  bearing  upon  the  Proposed  Scheme  of 
Church  Onion.  This  Statement  appears  so  clear  and  judicious  that  the  Board,  Ur 
expressing  its  approval,  desires  to  incorporate  it  in  this  Statement* 

REPORT  OF  DEPUTATION. 

*Ie  congratulate  the  Arcot  Assembly  on  its  share  in  the  proposal®  for  a 
union  of  the  South  India  United  Church  with  the  Anglican  and  Wesleyan 
communions.  We  believe  that  such  a  union  may  become  &  nos t  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  a  really  indigenous  Christian  Onurch,  e# 
throughout  the  years  to  cem©  there  takes  place  a  larger  and  larger  inter- 
fihange  of  laymen  and  of  pastors  moving  to  and  fro  among  the  districts 
hitherto  influenced  by  only  one  type  of  Christian  thinking,  life  and 
worship.  The  gradually  awakening  self-consciousness  of  India  sill  be 
much  more  ef  fectively  influenced  by  a  large  and  unified  body  of  Chris¬ 
tians  than  ty  separate  groups  of  unrelated  Christians,  furthermore, 
the  understanding  of  one  Christian  group  by  another,  sympathy  with  one 
another1 s  attitudes,  learning  from  one  another,  -  all  these  will  be 
extremely  limited  as  long  as  Christian  groups  remain  apart  within  the 
circumference  of  their  original  mission  areas*  ,;!  e  have  been  led  to 
wonder  whether  the  union  of  the  South  India  United  Church  has  made  th© 
fullest  use  of  Its  possibilities  in  promoting  the  real  fellowship  of 
its  constituent  parts,  but  we  have  met  no  one  who  has  not  borne  his 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  unification  of  th©  present  three  com¬ 
munions  has  brought  with  it  numerous  blessings*  We  can  find  no  argu¬ 
ment  against  the  proposed  union  which  we.®  not  urged  with  equal  vehemence 
years  ago  against  the  proposal  to  found,  the  South  India  United  Church, 
urged  often  ty  men  who  to-day  are  enthusiastic  In  their  commendation  of 
th©  result#  of  the  union. 

”It  seems  to  us  that  there  is  no  present  a  real  spiritual  fellowship  be¬ 
tween  the  throe  Churches  looking  forward  to  the  possibility  of  union,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  can  b©  trusted  to  smooth  the  w&y  to  further  fellow¬ 
ship,  It  is  plainly  unwise  to  wait  until  th®  end  is  clear  before  beginning 
th®  journey.  Ho  progress  can  be  made  by  that  method,  nor  will  any  union 
be  impossible  if  it  must  await  decision®  which  shall  show  in  detail  how  the 
difficulties  which  now  seem  to  hold  the  Christians  apart  will  at  last  be 
resolved.  Is  it  not  enough  that  there  is  a  willingness  to  eccept  one 
another,  to  welcome  one  another  with  thankful  heart®  praising  God  that 
the  Spirit  has  manifested  SI.®  presence  in  vtried  ways?  It  is,  of  course, 
true  that  no  document  should  be  accepted  without  the  none  careful  consid¬ 
eration,  and  that  the  proposed  plan  of  union  should  not  be  agreed  to  until 
it  is  thoroughly  understood,  but  may  there  not  be  a  temptation  to  insist 
on  so  many  details  that  the  future  work  of  God’s  own  Spirit  say  be  limited 
and  hindered?  We  have  found  in  the  Proposed  Scheme  of  Union  no  theological 
or  ecclesiastical  propositions  that  make  th©  plan  impossible  for  slicforaad 
or  Presbyterian  Church.  W#  have  found  much  that  14©  a  statement  of  precisely 
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the  forma  end  ideas  for  which  our  Churches  have  always  stood.  We  should  wish 
to  bo  very  sure  that  nothing  in  this  form  of  agreement  will  place  ministers 
and  laymen  of  th®  halted  Church  out  of  communion  with  the  Christians  of  America 
and  England  from  which  it  sprang*  Unless  this  fellowship  is  preserved  in  all 
its  completeness  this  new  venture  will  not  result  in  union,  but  in  dissension* 

We  ty4  «fc  this  point  should  be  very  clear  and  definite,  but  wo  think  also  the 
negotiations  have  now  reached  such  a  stags  of  mutual  understanding  that  the 
burden  of  proof  rests  definitely  on  any  suggestion  that  the  plan  is  dangerous 
or  impossible*  The  proposal  appeals  to  us  as  a  glorious  venture  of  Christian 
faith  and  we  should  welcome  any  action  which  might  load  to  its  approval*# 

The  Resolution  of  the  Aroot  Mission  and  Assembly,  inviting  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Board  and  General  Synod,  aches  special  reference  to  Hinnies  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  the  Madras  Church  Council  of  th©  South  India  united  Church* 
On  a  careful  examination  of  these  Minutes  it  would  appear  that  ail  amendments  pro¬ 
posed  by  these  bodies  have  been  adopted  or  incorporated  in  th©  revised  form  of 
the  Proposed  Scheme  of  Union  issued  la  1955*  This  Revision  has  groan  definitely 
out  of  suggestions  made  by  th©  Churches  involved  in  ths  Proposed  Scheme,  as  also 
ty  the  affiliated  bodies  in  Greet  Britain  end  .America,  to  which  the  Scheme  has 
besn  referred  for  opinion.  This  would  seen  to  meet  in  a  satisfactory  way  soma, 
at  least,  of  the  questions  raised  in  the  Reply  of  the  Committee  of  th©  Church  of 
Scotland/  and  th©  Statement  of  the  Deputation  of  th©  Board  of  Foreign  Mission* 
of  the  R.G.a* 

Realising  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  several  suggestions  and  amend¬ 
ments  proposed  by  the  S.I.U.C,  in  th®  course  of  the  consideration  of  ths  Proposed 
Scheme  of  Union  have  been  sympathetically  received  sxid  embodied  in  th©  Revised 
Scheme  by  the  Joint  Committee,  representing  ths  three  uniting  Churches  involved, 
we  desire  to  emphasise  again  from  our  point  of  view  ths  importance  of  th®  assurance 
beyond  serious  question* 

1*  That  th®  Ministries,  of  all  the  uniting  Churches  are  equally  recognized  as 
Ministers  of  th©  Word  end  of  th©  Sacraments, 

2.  That,  while  a  new  office  with  constitutionally  regulated  functions  is  to 
be  established,  the  parity  of  the  Ministry  is  maintained. 

5*  That  th©  Councils  of  the  Presbyters  and  the  Episcopate  are  of  equal  validity, 
the  veto  function  of  th©  Bishop  being  under  control  of  ths  Synod,  especially 
in  matters  of  faith  and  order. 

4,  That,  in  harmony  with  the  expressed  purpose  end  very  nature  of  the  proposed 
union,  the  United  Church  will  unreservedly  continue  in  such  relations  of  com¬ 
munion  and  fellowship  with  other  Churches  as  are  now  maintained  severally  with 
tbs*  Churches  ty  the  uniting  Ghurches,  in  India  as  in  Great  Briatain  and  America* 


vV«. 
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COUCLtJSIOH 

A  few  affirmations  may  conclude  this  Statement* 

1.  Whether  or  not  the  Prooosale  are  endorsed  by  Church  authorities 
in  India  or  elsewhere,  it  is  in  itself  an  achievement  for  which  we  must 
dr6  thanks  to  God  that  anywhere  in  the  world  a  repr«senta-Uv«  group  of 
Christians  of  so  wide  an  ecclesiastical  variety  whou-d  have  ,ly 

tigread  to  recommend  this  bold  -venture  of  Christian  faith* 

2.  The  final  decisions  on  the  Proposals  must  rest  in  the  long  run 
with  Christians  in  South  India,  guided  in  faith  and  freedom  by  the 

Divine  Spirit. 

3.  Our  supreme  endeavor  must  be  after  a  wide  enough  range  of  sympathy 
and  of  thinking.  In  the  history  of  the  expansion  of  the  religion  of  ^hris 
over  the  world  a  new  chapter  is  opening*  Hone  of  us  use  the  x'-r-t^exng 
wisdom  which  can  confidently  lay  down,  plans  adequate  to  the  xol?  future. 
But  by  seeking  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit,  which  at  th®  outset  ot  the 
Church*  s  history  broke  down  *  the  middle  wall  of  partition  ,  w©  ssuet-  nope 
for  such  action  as  will  help  to  fulfil  the  Apostolic  prayer,  ‘that  now 
■onto  th©  Principalities  and  the  Powers  might  be  made  known  fcjffgafta  the. 
Church  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God.1 


COPY: 
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CONFESSION  OP  FAITH  (The  United  Church  in  India) 

Building  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone,  we  affirm  our  belief  in  the  scriptures  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  as  the  basis  and  ultimate  standard  of  Christian  Faith 
and  Life, 

We  acknowledge  the  teaching  of  the  historic  creeds  of  the  ancient  and 
reformed  churches  and  commend  them  as  worthy  exponents  of  the  word  of  God, 

We  accept  the  following  Confession  of  Faith  as  the  basis  of  union  and  as 
embodying  substantially  the  vital  truths  held  by  the  uniting  churches, 

(1)  OF  GOB: 


7/e  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  a  personal  spirit,  infinite,  eternal,  and 
unchangeable  in  Kis  being  and  perfections;  the  Lord  Almighty,  most  just  in  all  His 
ways,  most  glorious  in  holiness,  unsearchable  in  wisdom,  plenteous  in  mercy,  full 
of  love  and  compassion,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth.  We  acknowledge  Him* 
Father,  son  and  Holy  Spirit, 

(2)  OF  REVELATION: 

..-e  believe  that  God,  who  manifests  Himself  in  creation  and  providence,  and 
especially  in  the  spirit  of  man,  has  been  pleased  to  reveal  His  mind  and  will  for 
our  salvation  in  various  ways  with  ever-growing  fulness,  and  that  the  record  of 
this  revelation,  so  far  as  is  needful  for  our  salvation,  is  contained  in  the  scrip¬ 
tures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  which  are  therefore  to  be  devoutly  studied  by 
all*  and  we  reverently  acknowledge  the  Holy  Spirit  speaking  in  the  Scriptures  to 
be  the  supreme  authority  in  matters  of  faith  and  duty, 

(3)  OF  THE  BIVINE  PURPOSE: 

We  believe  that  the  purpose  of  God  embraces  all  events,  so  that  while  the 
freedom  of  mam  is  not  taken  away,  nor  is  God  the  author  of  sin,  yet  in  His  providence 
He  makes  all  things  work  together  to  the  fulfilment  of  His  sovereign  design  and  the 
manifestation  of  His  glory, 

(4)  OF  CREATION  AND  PROVIDENCE: 

We  believe  that  God  is  the  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Governor  of  all  things; 
and  that  He  made  man  in  His  own  image,  meet  for  fellowship  with  Him,  free  and  able 
to  ehoose  between  good  and  evil,  and  responsible  to  him. 

(5)  OF  THE  SIN  OF  MAN: 

We  believe  that  all  mm  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God, 
having  in  manifold  ways  offended  against  God’s  good  and  holy  law,  and  that  out’of 
this  condition  no  man  is  able  to  deliver  himself, 

(6)  OF  THE  GRACE  OF  GOB: 

We  believe  that  God  out  of  His  great  love  for  the  world,  has  given  His 
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only  begotten  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  and  in  the  Gospel  freely  offers 
His  all-sufficient  salvation  to  all  men. 

(7)  OF  THE  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST: 

We  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  eternal  Son  of  God;  who  for  us 
men  and  for  our  salvation  was  conoeived  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  became  man,  yet  with¬ 
out  sin,  the  only  true  Incarnation  of  God;  He  through  FiS  word  and  through  His 
perfect  obedience  did  reveal  the  Father;  and  by  His  life,  death  and  resurrection 
did  establish  the  way  by  which  men  may  obtain  forgiveness  of  sin  and  the  gift  of 
eternal  life;  He  ascended  into  heaven  where  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  us. 

(8)  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT- 

.e  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord  and  Giver  of  life,  who  moves  upon 
the  hearts  of  men  to  restrain  them  from  evil  and  to  turn  them  unto  good,  to  con¬ 
vict  the  world  of  sin,  to  enlighten  men's  minds  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  to 
persuade  and  enable  them  to  obey  the  call  of  the  Gospel;  He  abides  with  the  church, 
dwelling  in  every  believer  as  the  spirit  of  truth,  of  holiness,  of  comfort  and  of 
love. 

(9)  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE: 

We  believe  that,  being  born  again  by  the  spirit  of  God,  we  become  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  trusting  in  Him  alone  for  our  salvation,  confessing  and 
forsaking  our  sins,  with  a  3ineere  purpose  to  do  the  will  of  God;  we  believe  that 
God  pardons  our  sins  on  the  ground  of  the  perfect  obedience  and  sacrifice  of 
Christ  and  that  we  are  adopted  a3  sons  of  God  and  grow  into  the  likeness  of  Christ 
through  fellowship  with  Him  and  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

(10)  OF  THE  CHURCH; 

We  acknowledge  one  holy  catholic  Church,  the  innumerable  company  of  saints 
of  every  age  and  nation,  who  being  united  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  Christ  their  Head, 
are  one  body  in  Him,  and  have  communion  with  their  Lord  and  with  one  another. 

Further  we  receive  it  as  the  will  of  Christ  that  His  Church  on  earth  should  exist 
as  a  visible  and  sacred  brotherhood,  consisting  of  those  who  profess  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  obedience  wsto  Him,  and  organized  for  the  confession  of  His  name, 
for  the  public  worship  of  God,  for  the  administration  of  the  sacraments,  for  the 
upbuilding  of  believers,  for  the  universal  propagation  of  the  Gospel  nnd  for  the 
service  of  man,  and  we  acknowledge  as  a  part  of  this  universal  brotherhood  every 
church  throughout  the  world  which  professes  this  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  obedience 
to  Him  as  Divine  Lord  and  Saviour. 

(11)  OF  THE  SACRAMENTS: 

77e  believe  that  our  Lord  instituted  the  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper,  Baptism  is  a  sign  and  seal  of  our  union  with  Christ  and  our  renewal 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  memorial  of  Christ’s  death  and  is  a 
means  of  grace  to  those  who  partake  in  faith,  and  is  to  be  observed  by  His  people 
till  He  Comes.  * 
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(12)  OP  THE  RESURRECTION  AND  JUDGMENT: 

We  believe  ia  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  just  and  the  unjust, 
and  that  Christ  shall  Judge  the  living  and  the  dead;  who  shall  come  forth,  they 
that  have  done  good  unto  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto 
the  resurrection  of  Judgment, 


